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The Opportunity of the Future,
464.. The British people, so long Accustomed to self-govern-
ment, are bound to sympathise with this movement, even though
they may deplore some of its manifestations. We are pledged
to'help India along her way, and constructive effort is needed,
It is the general tendency of nationalist movements to attract
within their orbit people of very, varied aims and methods. Until
the demands of nationalism have been reasonably met, enthusi-
asts for various reforms make common cause with every discon-
tented element, and attribute all the evils which they attack to
the absence of self-government. In our view, the most formid-
able of the evils from which India is suffering have their roots
in social and economic customs of long standing, which can only
be remedied by the action of the Indian peoples themselves.
They are much less likely to be remedied if the blame for their
continuance can be put, however unreasonably, on others. We
desire to see the forces of public opinion which exist in India
concentrated and strengthened for the-practical work of reform.
It is only when the difficulties of constructive policy are really
faced, that the inadequacy of general phrases begins to be realised
We have now concluded our survey, and pass to our second
volume'Containing our suggestions and recommendations.
All of which we submit for Your Majesty's gracious considers,
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